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Have you ever woken up humming a hymn tune and not being able to
get it out of your head for the rest of the morning? I did that the
other day, and as always, I knew which hymn it was, but not the first
line of the lyrics! But this got me thinking about how important music
is in our everyday lives. Music is all around us. You don't have to
switch on the TV or radio to hear music - the birds are singing their
little hearts out now, and I'm sure that I saw some baby robins in the
garden this morning.

All of God's creation joins in the cacophony of sounds outside of our
windows. Of course, the bird songs play a big part in that but there is
also the scurry of little creatures in the undergrowth, the rat-tat-tat
of the woodpecker and the rustle of newly grown leaves on the trees.
We are lucky enough to have a fishpond in the garden and there is a
lot of splashing about as the fish spawn the next generation.

God gave us this earth and all that is in it to enjoy now and to look
after for the generations that follow us. With the climate in crisis
and the weather getting warmer it is up to us to make sure that what
we do helps rather than hinders the future of the planet. There are
many different ways that we can help so, speak to your friends about
what we can do together. It doesn't have to be something grand but
if we all do a little then together, we will make a difference.

Eileen




SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES

Whetstone URC 10.00 am
Oadby URC 10.15 am
South Wigston URC 10.30 am
Wigston Magna 10.30 am
Saffron Lane 11.00 am
Abbots Road 10.45 am

Please check with the relevant Church Secretaries to confirm
when services are taking place at any of the Area Churches.

DEADLINE FOR JULY 25 MAGAZINE

Sunday 15 June 2025

Send your items to your church representative or direct to
di.statham@btinternet.com

If you do not have a computer a hand written copy can be accepted.
Contact Di Statham 0116 296 2847 for information
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Worship Leaders for June 2025
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Revd Les Gill - Communion
Worship Group

Revd Richard Eastman - Communion
Revd David Howlett

Revd Ivor Smith

Ray Green - Communion
Richard Eastman - Communion
Eric Hanson - Communion

Eileen Williams - Family Service
Robert Waterton

Café Style Service - David Todd
Revd Martin Ferris

Revd David Howlett

Marion Bartholomew

Eileen Williams

Revd Richard Eastman
Shirley Eastman

Worship Group - Communion
Julie Slatford

Judith North

Shirley Eastman - Communion
Kevin West

Songs of Praise

Revd Martin Ferris

Shirley Eastman

Revd Pam Smith - Communion
Elders Plus - Pentecost
Alison and COGS

Revd Les Gill

Revd Martin Ferris



Oadby URC

Whetstone URC
Saffron Lane URC

Wigston Magna

South Wigston

Abbots Road

Regular Church Events
Weekly Coffee Morning
Every Monday from 10.00 - 12.00 -
including Bank Holidays

11 O'Clock Club
1t & 3™ Thursday 10.30 am for 11.00 start

Ladies Group
4™ Thursday 2.30pm - 4.30pm

Craft Group
4t Saturday 11.00 am - at 25 Chestnut Ave, Oadby

Community Coffee Morning Thursday 10.00 to 12.00
Weekly 3T's (Tea, Toast & Talk) Thursday 10.00 to 12.00

Community Cinema
Alternate Months from February - 1.30 pm

Sit Sip and Social
2" Wednesday of each month 2pm - 4 pm

Coffee Morning
Every Saturday 10.00 am to 12.00 pm

Drop In with coffee / tea. 4™ Wednesday of each month

Lunchbox every Tuesday from 12.30pm - 3 course meal

£5.00 (Not Meeting at the moment)

Quiz Thursday evenings from 7.15pm (on Zoom)

Thursday Stay and Play and Little Borrowers toy library.
For children aged 0-4 years old and their parents/carers
10.00 to 11.30 £1.50 per family

Saturday Coffee Morning including a raffle, on Zoom

from 10.30am. Raising funds for our chosen charity RNIB
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Bible Bytes
Wednesday 4 June 2025

10.30 am

Saffron Lane URC

Come and enjoy a light and friendly discussion

No Need to be a " Bible Expert”

EVERYBODY welcome




Wigston Magna News

Easter at Long Street
Palm Sunday - April 13" 2025
Our Palm Sunday service was led by Revd David Howlett and included
traditional and familiar hymns and readings telling the story of the
events leading up to Good Friday. The thoughtful sermon brought us
up to date with events going on around us today. The prayers echoed
this as David prayed for hope and peace in so many countries around
the world and for governments everywhere making compassionate and
peaceful offers of help. The service ended with Charles Williams
giving out the Palm Sunday crosses to all the congregation for them
to take home. Then, after hot drinks and cakes, folk were able to
walk to Bell Street where a short outdoor service was held as part of
our annual Palm Sunday witness.

Good Friday Service - April 18™ 2025

Our service began in a church bereft of it's usual array of flowers,
led by Charles and Eileen Williams and including communion. There
were the age old traditional hymns for the passion, with readings by
Julie, Charles and Eileen. The congregation then heard at the end of
the service a reading about the "Look of Love" followed by the
blessing. Then it was a cup of tea if you wished. It was a lovely
service truly reflecting this special day of the Christian year.

Easter Sunday - April 20™ 2025

Our Easter Day service was held on a bright spring morning in a
church now decorated with beautiful flower displays. The service was
led by Mrs Eileen Williams and included traditional Easter music and
hymns, and readings and a message that reflected the joy and hope
of Easter Day. After the service hot and cold drinks were available
along with the traditional Hot Cross Buns for all of the congregation
before they all made their way homewards. This was a special service
for a VERY special day in the year.

Grace



Community Cinema

Cardinal Lawrence has one of the world's most secretive and ancient
events, participating in the selection of a new Pope. Surrounded by
powerful religious leaders in the halls of the Vatican, he soon
uncovers a trail of deep secrets that could shake the very foundation
of the Roman Catholic Church

CONCLAVE

Starring Ralph Fiennes, Stanley Tucci, John Lithgow,
Sergio Castellitto and Isabella Rossellini.

Showing At
Long Street United Reformed Church
Monday 2 June 2025
Stating at 1.30 pm
Doors Open 12.45 pm for light refreshments
For More Information Contact

Julie 07544981674




South Wigston News
RECIPE - JUNE: FRUIT FLAPJACKS (Makes 24)

6 ozs butter

2 0zs demerara sugar

3 ozs golden syrup

8 ozs rolled oats

3 ozs dried apricots, chopped
3 ozs stoned dates, chopped
3 ozs stoned prunes, chopped

1. Pre-heat oven to 200 C/400 F/Gas 6, then butter a shallow tin
(about 11" x 7).

2. Put butter, sugar and syrup into a large saucepan, stirring
continuously over a moderate heat until melted.

3. Stir the oats into the melted mixture, spead half over base of
the tin to form a thin layer, then press with the back of a spoon
to firm and smooth.

4. In a bowl, mix together the chopped apricots, dates and prunes.

. Sprinkle evenly over the oat mixture, then spread the remaining

oat mixture on top of the fruits; press with the spoon until firm
and smooth.

Ol

6. Bake for 20 - 25 minutes until lightly browned.
7. Allow to cool for 5 minutes, then mark and cut into 24 squares.
8. Leave in tin until completely cold, lift out with a small palette

knife.
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South Wigston News

GARDENING NOTES - JUNE

1) Plant the last of the annuals.

2) Harvest herbs and early potatoes.

3) Tie up tomatoes and pinch out side shoots regularly.

4) At the end of the month trim topiary and hedges.

5) Check garden lighting in preparation for warm evenings outdoors.

6) Remove tulips that have finished flowering, carefully dig up the
bulbs, remove excess soil, and store them in a cool, dry place until
autumn.

DIARY - JUNE
4 Group Bible study,"Bible Bytes" -
Saffron Lane URC 10.30 - 11.30am.
11 Elders’ Meeting - 10.00am.
29 Churches Together in South Wigston United Summer Service -
4.00pm at South Wigston Congregational Church.

Thought for the Month
When the power of love overcomes the love of power,

the world will know peace.
Jimi Hendrix
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South Wigston News

PRAYER LIST - JUNE:
Please pray for:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

O

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27
28
29
30

All who preach the Word of God in our churches today.

All those who grow our food.

Those who do not have enough to eat.

Those countries where there is war and strife.

Those trying to make a new start after release from prison.
Young people taking important exams this month.

Give thanks for the beauty all around us in flowers and trees.
All who are reading the Word of God in our churches on this
Whitsuntide Day.

People coping with disability.

Those responsible for law and order in our society.

Those who are housebound.

All who serve our churches as officers.

People whose families live far away.

All who are sick.

Fathers everywhere on this, their special day.

Give thanks for the opportunities each day brings.

Those who sleep in doorways and on the streefts.

The bereaved.

The patients and staff in our Care Homes.

His unfailing help when we know we have a difficult day ahead.

Third World countries crushed by debft.

Those who are leading worship in our churches today.

All who are terminally ill, and their families.

On this Midsummer Day, give thanks for the beauty of Summer.
Those who feel lonely and forgotten.

The work of the peace-keeping forces in the troubled parts of
the world.

Children who are the victims of child labour.

All who work in our health centres and hospitals.

All who are listening to the Word of God in our churches today.

Give thanks for the blessings of the past month.
12



Saffron Lane News

Preachers and Readers list for June-July 2025
OT |[NT | SER | COL | Preacher
Jun1st |RG |12 |30 (12 |13 |RGreen Communion
Jun8™h |SE |3 |9 |3 13 | S Eastman Commuhion
Jun15™ [EH |5 |14 |5 13 | E Hanson Communion
Jun22™ |EW |6 |36 |# |13 |E Williams Family
Service
Jun29™ |RW |11 |10 |# |13 |R Waterton |5 Sunday
Jul6et™ |Js |7 |8 |7 13 | J Slatford Communion
Jul 13*h |EW |30 |12 |30 |13 |E Williams Communion
Jul 20t |SE |9 |3 |9 13 | S Eastman Communion
Jul 27" |PT |5 |14 |# |13 |P Tiplady Family
Service
3Kath T 8. Brian S 12 Elizabeth R 36 Dec B
5.Sue B 9. Terri D 13.Darren C # No server
6.Pat S 10.Malvolia B 14. Mackenzie B
7.Angela S |11.Richard B 30 Sandra C

Birthdays in June
15™ Anne Goss
28™ Sandra Clay

Birthdays in July

none

13



Saffron Lane News

Our Church Garden

Sue has been spending lots of time at the Church working outside
clearing the weeds cutting down hedges & straightening the fences
from next door. She had put down some small stones on the side of
Church to make the front of Church look better. On Sunday she was
proud to show us what she had done and she put three giant planters
on the stones and filled them with hundreds of stones to add extra
weight. It all looked lovely. T said to her we will see how long they
stay. Sadly by Wednesday when we arrived for Bible Bytes they had
all gone.

I won't repeat the words we said when we saw them gone !l

V E Day Celebrations
On Thursday May 8™ our Southfields friendship group put ona V E
Day party. The hall was decorated with flags, bunting, cups, plates
and servettes with union jacks on. Everybody brough along food to
share so that there was all kind of goodies to eat. (Much more than
they would have got on the first V E Day.)

Everybody was asked to come dressed in red white and blue clothes
and we had made fancy hats out of newspaper to wear. To help the
atmosphere we had the old songs of the day on the music box.

After we had finished eating, we were joined by a lady who works for
the blue badge tours of Leicester who gave us her thoughts about
how Leicester was then. She asked for the thoughts and memories of
those who attended the party. Who could remember rationing, was
anybody evacuated?, did our dads seem different when they came
home from the war ?

We have been visited by this lady on several occasions and find her to
be very good.

14



Saffron Lane News
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Saffron Lane News
Saturday 17" May - Charity Coffee Morning

Our Church Charity this year is Save the Children. On Saturday 17
May we held our coffee morning to raise funds for this charity.

The morning started at 10.00am and we had 22 people through the
door. On offer to everybody who came were teas or coffees for 50p
each and a lovely cake stall selling a different number of cakes and
Elizabeths sausage plaits. Plus on other tables we had many nice gifts
for sale, a nice book stall and lastly Pat had done a wonderful raffle
table.

There was a nice mixture of people there to sit and talk to each
other.

When we totalled everything up we had raised £181.15 which is our
best amount for a coffee morning.

Saffron Lane would like to thank all the people who turned out to
support us.
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Saffron Lane News

Choosing a Holiday
by Doreen Storton

Holiday brochures by the score

Are scatted about all over the floor:

T've been on my knees for simply ages.
Leafing through all the glossy pages.
Looking at picturesque coastal views,
Wondering which resort to choose.
Whether to go to Brighton or Hove,

Or staying somewhere near Lulworth cove
Glorious Devon cries out to be

Explored and visited regularly.

The rugged cliffs of Cornwall too:
Newquay, St. Ives, Polperro, Looe?

The south-east coast of England may
Have plenty of sunshine every day:

So perhaps we could go to Ramsgate again,
And know there wouldn't be much rain.
The east coast always gives us pleasure;
With much to do or relax at leisure.
Scotland, Wales, or the Isle of Man?
Beautiful views for the eye to scan.
We've no idea where we'd like to spend
Our summer holiday, but in the end,
Wherever we choose, we will surely be
Content and happy, just to be by the sea.




Whetstone News
VE Day Celebrations
What a wonderful morning we had on Thursday 8th May as we
celebrated VE Day!

Our Community Coffee Morning was open as usual and people were
invited to bring food to share for a buffet lunch. People were
incredibly generous and there was enough food to have fed an army!
Savoury items filled two trestle tables with a further two filled with
desserts and clotted cream scones.

With Bernard's royal connections, their majesties were invited but
they were forced to decline due to other commitments.

At 11:30, Carl entertained us with some bagpipe music. He was then
joined by Kevin on the organ and together they performed "Amazing
Grace." Kevin then moved to the piano to accompany the sing along of
a selection of World War 2 favourite songs.

At 12 noon, we observed the two-minute silence before enjoying the
delicious range of food which people had so kindly brought to share.

It was a truly wonderful atmosphere filled with lots of love and
laughter. The feedback from this event has been incredibly positive.
Indeed, we received a card expressing thanks on behalf of all of
those who had enjoyed such a wonderful time of friendship and
fellowship!

Of course, although VE Day marked the end of the war in Europe, in
other parts of the world the fighting continued and wouldn't end for
a further three months. It is therefore our intention to hold a similar
event on Thursday 14™ August to mark VJ Day, which often gets
forgotten about, to acknowledge the sacrifices made by all who
served.
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Whetstone News
V E Day celebrations at Whetstone

Future Events

On Saturday 24th May, we will be holding a Charity Coffee Morning in
aid of Air Ambulance. There will be the opportunity to bring and buy

items, enjoy light refreshments and raise much needed funds for this
worthy cause. Please do join us, if you are able.

We look forward to Saturday 28th June, when Pam and Jon Brookes
will once again host a Coffee Morning at their home.

We thank them in advance for their kind hospitality and hope the
weather will also be kind! It is always a lovely morning and all are
invited.

Laugh for the Month

A mother went to wake her son for church one Sunday morning. When
she knocked on his door, he said, "I'm not going!" "Why not?" asked
his mother. "T'll give you fwo good reasons,” he said. "One, they don't
like me. Two, I don't like them." His mother replied, "I'll give you two
good reasons why YOU WILL go to church. One, you're 47 years old.
Two, you're the minister |"

19



Whetstone United Reformed Church LE8 6LP

Coffee Morning
Saturday 28™ June
10:00 - 12 Noon

Pam and Jon look forward to
welcoming you to a Coffee
Morning at their home
82 Enderby Road,
Whetstone.

Tea, Coffee,
Raffle Tombola




Oadby News
Vera's Big "Thank You"

My 90th Birthday celebration on Sunday 27th April was "afternoon
tea" in the Oadby URC hall.

A lovely occasion having 60 family, friends and Church members
enjoying the tea prepared by my four daughters.

A big "Thank You" also for your generous donations to our Church
funds. The amount raised was £400.

Fantastic and much appreciated.

Vera

Congratulations On Your

90™ Birthday

Vera
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Abbots Road News

A Journey of Faith: The Baptism of Jack Rackham on Easter Sunday

As we gathered at Abbots Road Church on Easter Sunday, to celebrate the
glorious Resurrection of Jesus Christ, we were blessed to witness a true
testament to the transformative power of faith. We celebrated not only the
risen Lord, but also the new life of Jack Rackham through baptism, a symbolic
act of renewal and commitment.

Jack's journey began with an open, but skeptical mind, when he joined the
Alpha Seekers Group. Alongside him, his fellow seven seekers on Alpha
supported and encouraged Jack as he embarked on his path of spiritual
discovery. Over the course of 13 weeks, Jack immersed himself in prayer,
discussion and reflection, each meeting bringing him closer to understanding
and embracing his faith.

It was in the 13th week, however, that everything changed. Jack describes the
moment the Holy Spirit broke through as like a "kick in the chest", a powerful
awakening that opened his heart and spirit o God's love and grace. This pivotal
experience led Jack to the decision to be baptised by immersion, demonstrating
his commitment to follow Christ.

As we gathered to witness Jack's baptism, it was a moment of celebration and
joy for his family; Laura, Grace, LJ and Lawson plus friends and the entire
church community at Abbots Road URC. This moment served as a testimony to
the great things God is doing at the church and in the lives of the
congregation.

Being buried in the waters of baptism and rising to new life, reminds us of the
call Yo bear new fruit in Christ. Like the resurrection of Jesus, Jack's baptism
symbolises the eternal hope and new beginnings available to us all.

As Abbots Road ventures forward in faith, it continues to support Jack and
each other in this beautiful, ongoing journey of faith. Together, we all
witnessed and shared the joy of what God was doing in our midst.

Jack's journey has inspired many at Abbots Road to seek, question and
ultimately embrace the love and life offered to all in Christ.
Revd Martin Ferris
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Abbots Road News
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Abbots Road News
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Abbots Road News
CHRISTIAN AID BIG BREKKIE

On Sunday May 11™, the beginning of Christian Aid Week, about 16
members and friends gathered together and enjoyed a continental
style breakfast. In the glorious sunshine we sat outside at our picnic
tables eating yogurt and fruit (or just fruit), croissants or other
pastries, or toast and marmalade, with tea, coffee or fruit juice.
Everyone agreed it was a lovely way to start our morning of
fellowship.

With gifts that were ‘Gift Aided’ we raised £150. There will be more
to add when all envelopes are returned.

Thanks to Alison for catering and several others who helped to serve
the food and wash up.

Joyce Busby, our Christian Aid rep, had a Birthday that day and she
thanks everyone for their rendition of 'Happy Birthday' - a lovely way
to start her special day.
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Abbots Road News

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Children starving in Gaza

That the talks between Ukraine and Russia will bring about peace.
Unrest in Gambia

Refugees and Asylum Seekers

For Aid Agencies working throughout the world

Those who are disabled and being unfairly treated

Those who are homeless and struggling as they sleep on our streefts.

For baby Elsa and her siblings abandoned by their parents
For all who have just begun their journey of faith

For all those who are suffering through illness or pain
For those grieving the loss of a loved one

For all those working in the NHS

Brian, Dorothy and family

Roy and family

For Marie's family and friends

For Chris and her family

For Anne and John

For Tracey's granddaughter and all of the family

For Anne and John

For Kate

For Charlotte

For our Ministry Team - Martin and Eileen

For our Elders who serve in each of the SELA churches
For the mission of our SELA churches
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Abbots Road News

BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU SAY

In speaking of a person's faults, pray don't forget your own;
Remember those in houses glass, should never throw a stone.
If we have nothing else to do, but talk of those who sin,

'Tis better we commence at home, and from that point begin.

We have no right to judge a man, until he's fairly tried;
Should we not like his company, we know the world is wide.
Some may have faults - and who has not?

The old as well as young; we may perhaps for aught we know,
Have fifty to their one.

T'll tell you of a better plan, and find it works full well;

To try my own defects to cure, before of others tell;

And though I sometimes hope to be no worse than some I know,
My own shortcomings bid me let the faults of others go.

Then let us all, when we commence to slander friend or foe,
Think of the harm one word may do, to those we little know;
Remember curses sometimes, like our chickens,

Roost at home.

Don't speak of others faults until we have none of our own.

ANON

27



Abbots Road News

CAN YOU HEAR ME?

Can you hear me?

I'm just a bee, one of the few left. I used to dance through fields of
lavender, sunflowers and wild daisies, weaving between colour and
scent. But now..the flowers are gone. The silence is growing. Every
morning, fewer of us return. I wasn't meant to cry. Bees don't weep.
But if we could, we would flood your streets with tears of petal and
pollen - for all we've lost...and all we might still lose. You may not
notice when we disappear. We're so small. But your trees will notice.
Your fruits, your gardens, your future will notice. And your children
will ask, "Why is it so quiet?"

Please....don't let that happen.

There's still time. I'm still here. Some of us are.

Plant something wild. Leave your soil messy. Let the weeds bloom.
Talk to your friends.

Change just one thing. Because even the smallest act of kindness
might become the last reason to survive.

I'm not asking you to save me for me. I'm asking you to save us - for
you.

We were never separate. We never will be.

ANON
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Abbots Road News
YOU'RE HAVING A LAUGH

What's blue and not very heavy?
Light blue.

When does a joke become a ‘dad’ joke?
When it becomes apparent

I can never take my dog to the park because the ducks keep biting
him.
I guess that's what I get for buying a pure bread dog.

What do you call fake spaghetti?
An impasta

What do you call a cow with a twitch?
Beef Jerky

And the Lord said unto John, "Come forth, and you will receive
eternal life."

But John came fifth and won a toaster.

A Roman legionnaire walks into a bar, holds up two fingers and says,
"Five beers please.”

Working in a mirror factory is something I can totally see myself
doing.

Someone stole my Microsoft Office, and they're gonna pay.
You have my Word.

You know what they say about cliffhangers..........
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Abbots Road News
You're Having A Laugh cont.......

The longest drum solo in history was 6 hours 28 minutes, performed
by a child sitting behind me on the flight to Toronto.

Dad: "Name a country without the letter R in it"
Son: "No way!"

T asked a surgeon if I could administer my own anaesthesia. He said,
"Go ahead. Knock yourself out.”

I dropped a £20 note on a windy day. I chased it for almost 1 mile
and never caught it but........
I had a good run for my money.

My neighbour invited me over to see if I would mind if he planted a
pear tree in his garden near our property dividing line. "It typically
can grow up to 18-20 feet”, he told me.

Confused, I asked him, "Why wouldn't you get one that grows pears
instead?”

I~

/‘
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Double Check What you Write !l
Below are some church notices which maybe should have been re
checked to make sure that they said what was actually intended
before they were published........

The Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be
recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children.

The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment
and gracious hostility.

Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00pm - prayer and medication to follow.

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They
may be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon.

This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across
from the Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation
would lend him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next
Sunday.

Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the First Presbyterian Church.
Please use large double door at the side entrance.

The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new campaign slogan

last Sunday: 'I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours
31



Lectionary Readings

June 157

Acts 16 v 16 - 34

Psalm 97

Revelation 22 v 12 - 24,16 - 17, 20 - 21
John 17 v 20 - 26

June 8™

Acts2v1-21 or Genesisllvl1-9
Psalm 104 v 24 - 34 & 35b

Romans 8 v14 -17 or Acts2v1-21
John 14 v8-17 (25 -27)

June 15'
Proverbs 8 v1-4,622 - 31
Psalm 8

Romans b v1-5
John1l6 v12-15

June 22"

Isaich 65 v1-9
Psalm 22 v 19 - 28
Galatians 3 v 23 - 29
Luke 8 v 26 - 39

June 29

1 Kings 19 v 15-16, 19 - 21
Psalm 16

Galatians 5 v 1, 13-25
Luke 9 v 51-62
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