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Contact us: 
Revd Martin Ferris        0116 2419357   
Area  Minister  
Mrs Eileen Williams       0116 2478929 
Local Church Leader 

 
South Wigston  
Di Statham   Secretary    0116 2962847 
     di.statham@btinternet.com 
Noel Oldershaw  Treasurer    0116 2813398 
Marion Bartholomew   Magazine    0116 2717755 

 
Wigston Magna 
Eileen Williams   Secretary    0116 2478929 
Ray Green   Treasurer    0116 2887774 
Ray Green    Room Lettings   0116 2887774 / 
          07518 214144 
Church Office answerphone     0116 2882666 
 
Saffron Lane  
Sandra Clay   Secretary/Finance/Magazine  0116 2835375  
Elizabeth Richardson   Treasurer    0116 2993176 
     
Oadby    
Pauline Hudson   Secretary    0116 2712913 
     Tonyhudson727@btinternet.com 
Tony Hudson   Treasurer    0116 2712913   
 
Whetstone 
Shirley Eastman  Secretary    0116 3484121 
Glenis Chapman  Treasurer 
Jean Warner                   Room Lettings   0116 2752405 
Kevin West    Magazine    0116 2779402 
 
Abbots Road 
Paul Hadley   Secretary    07948 802031 
Eric Hanson   Treasurer 
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When I felt called to train for Ministry, I was sure God had got it wrong or I 
should say, that I’d got it wrong. I felt I didn’t have the gifts to be an 
Ordained Minister, I wasn’t the most confident person to say the least. But, 
during the long and testing call process I was told that no two Minister’s are 
alike, each has their own gifts to use in God’s service. It was during that time 
that I read a book actually entitled, ‘Called to be me.’ And that is it precisely, 
I’m not called to be a Minister like Martin, Les, Richard, Ivor or any other 
Minister, I’m called to be me. 
I was reading a book recently and I found another illustration about Christ 
given gifts. This one is about keys. A bunch of keys represents much of our 
lives and our circle of friends and acquaintances. A car key is used in the lock 
of a car, a house key represents the lock of the door to our home. You might 
even have a sport’s locker key, which implies that you have a gym membership. 
Perhaps you have keys for the place you work or even to your church building! 
No matter our age, very early on keys become an important part of our lives. 
We can look at keys negatively because we are securing our possessions against 
being stolen. However, keys can remind us of the daily parts of our lives where 
we can share Jesus. 
Each lock and key are carefully chosen by a locksmith. If you take a key to be 
cut, the locksmith will choose the right type of key. Each key has the 
manufacturer’s name and each type of key has it’s own depth and shape and 
code and name. Jesus called each of his disciples by name, knowing all about 
them and choosing them carefully. He knew the right person for the right job.  
Jesus also calls us by name. He knows us intimately, with our strengths and 
weaknesses, whatever they may be. The key that the locksmith chooses for the 
lock is blank to start with. He/she then uses tools to shape it carefully so that 
it fits the lock perfectly. Just like the key, we are ‘shaped’ by Jesus through 
our understanding of the Bible, our experiences, by the church we attend and 
the people around us. Jesus shapes us carefully to fit the place or places where 
we can minister best for him and that place is in our daily lives, the church, the 
community, school or work etc. The locksmith doesn’t make a key to fit just 
anywhere. He makes a key for a particular lock and purpose.  
We can be confident therefore, that where Jesus calls us to be witnesses for 
him, we don’t need to be afraid that we go unprepared. Instead, we can have 
confidence that, just as a locksmith prepares a key for a specific lock, so Jesus 
has prepared us for the ministries, situations in which we find ourselves, to 
bring hope, to bring love and hope to the people Jesus has compassion for. 
                             Yours in the everlasting love of Christ, 
                                       Pam 
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SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 

 
Whetstone URC     10.00 am  

 
 Oadby URC      10.15 am 
 

South Wigston URC    10.30 am  
 
Wigston Magna     10.30 am  
 
Saffron Lane      11.00 am 
 
Abbots Road      10.45 am 

 
Please check with the relevant Church Secretaries to confirm 
when services are taking place at any of the Area Churches. 
 
 
 

 
 

DEADLINE FOR JUNE 25 MAGAZINE 
 

Sunday 18 May 2025 
 

Send your items to your church representative or direct to  
di.statham@btinternet.com 

 

 
If you do not have a computer a hand written copy can be accepted. 
Contact Di Statham 0116 296 2847 for information  
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Worship Leaders for May 2025 

 
Oadby    4 Revd Martin Ferris  - Communion 
     11 Eileen Williams  
     18 Revd David Howlett - Communion 
     25 Revd Jacquie Gavin 
 
Saffron Lane    4 Eileen Williams -  Communion 
     11 Revd Martin Ferris - Communion 
     18 Revd Les Gill - Communion 
     25 Sandra Clay – Family Service 
  
South Wigston  4 Revd Les Gill – Café Style Service 
     11 David Miller 
     18 Di Statham 
     25  Revd Richard Eastman 
 
Wigston Magna  4 To Be Confirmed 
     11 To Be Confirmed 
     18 To Be Confirmed 
     25  To Be Confirmed  
 
Whetstone    4 Shirley Eastman - Communion 
     11 Revd David Howlett 
     18 Eric Hanson 
     25 Kevin West 
 
Abbots Road    4 Revd Pam Smith  - Communion 
     11 Eric Hanson 
     18 Revd Pam Smith 
     25 Revd Martin Ferris 
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Regular Church Events 
Oadby URC  Weekly Coffee Morning  
    Every Monday from 10.00 - 12.00 –  

including Bank Holidays 
 
    11 O’Clock Club 
    1st & 3rd Thursday 10.30 am for 11.00 start 
     

Ladies Group 
    4th Thursday  2.30pm – 4.30pm 
 
    Craft Group  
    4th Saturday  11.00 am – at 25 Chestnut Ave, Oadby 
 
Whetstone URC  Community Coffee Morning Thursday 10.00 to 12.00 
 
Saffron Lane URC  Weekly 3T’s  (Tea, Toast & Talk) Thursday 10.00 to 12.00 
 
Wigston Magna  Community Cinema 
    Alternate Months from February – 1.30 pm 
 
    Sit Sip and Social 
    2nd Wednesday of each month  2pm – 4 pm  
 
    Coffee Morning 
    Every Saturday 10.00 am to 12.00 pm 
 
South Wigston  Drop In with coffee / tea.   4th Wednesday of each month      
 
Abbots Road Lunchbox every Tuesday from 12.30pm – 3 course meal 

£5.00 
 
                                 Quiz Thursday evenings from 7.15pm (on Zoom) 
 
                                 Thursday Stay and Play and Little Borrowers toy library. 

For children aged 0-4 years old and their parents/carers 
10.00 to 11.30  £1.50 per family 
 
Saturday Coffee Morning including a raffle, on Zoom 
from 10.30am.  Raising funds for our chosen charity RNIB 
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Bible Bytes 
 

Wednesday 7 May 2025 
 
 

10.30 am 
 

Saffron Lane URC 
 

Come and enjoy a light and friendly discussion  
 

No Need to be a “ Bible Expert” 
 

EVERYBODY  welcome 
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Wigston Magna News 
 

Mothering Sunday at Long Street 
Sunday 30 March 2025 

Our annual Mothering Sunday service at Long Street was led this 
year by David Todd.  The hymns and readings all reflected the special 
day that this was.  David spoke about the lessons and brought in 
information about “mothering” in his own family life.  Our 
congregation were then reminded that this was indeed Mothering 
Sunday and not Mothers Day which of course came from the 
Americans and is on a different day altogether !  Mothering Sunday 
was the day when servants went home to their original or mother 
church to worship.  It was a lovely service at the end of which, as 
usual, the ladies of the congregation were all given spring flowers to 
take home with them. 
 

 
 

Egg Sunday 
Sunday April 6th 2025 

The Egg Sunday service was led by our Area Minister, Revd Martin 
Ferris.  The service included the receiving of Easter Eggs donated by 
the members of our congregation. These would later be distributed 
to any needy children in the community.  Let us hope that the children 
enjoyed their tasty treats. 
Grace 
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Wigston Magna News 
 

Community Cinema – Monday April 7th 
 

Our Community Cinema held every two months continues to flourish. 
On Monday 7th April the people began to come into fill the seats in 
the church so that by the time folk had consumed the hot and cold 
drinks, cakes and biscuits on offer at the refreshment bar there was 
a packed house waiting for the film to begin. It was another lovely 
story fully enjoyed by everyone judging by the smiles and cheerful 
comments as the film ended.  The film this month was “The Miracle 
Club” with Dame Maggie Smith amongst its cast of talented actors.  
 
At the end of the film a raffle draw was held for someone to win a 
prize connected  in some way to the film.  Everyone was given a free 
raffle ticket as they came in so that they were all “in the draw”.  
 
With the draw done folk could enjoy a drink and biscuits or cake and 
of course chat with friends and make plans to meet up again at the 
next film showing.  Then, after getting details of the next film, it was 
off home and see you in June folks !! 
 
Thanks go to Ray and Malcolm for their sterling work and of course 
Pete, our smooth operator of the film. Also to the willing and hard 
working helpers on the refreshment bar. 
 
Grace  
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Wigston Magna News 
 

Spring Fayre at Long Street 
Saturday 12 April 2025 

 
On a glorious spring day we held our annual Spring Fayre and it brought the 
folks in ! Gently at first, but then a steady stream of people became more and 
more so that by mid-morning people were flocking to examine everything on 
offer from Bric-A-Brac to decorated trees. YES folks, even near Eastertime 
there are decorated trees ! These made a wonderful show as part of our Fayre. 
There were 19 in all from children of our local schools and people were able to 
vote for their favourite.  What a wonderful addition to the stalls. Hopefully it 
will be repeated in the autumn.  
 
The stalls were varied and after admiring the trees people were able to have a 
go on the raffle with lots of prizes to win and / or try to win on the Easter Egg 
Tombola. (Again with lots of sorts of eggs). Then there was Bric-a-Brac to sort 
through, books to buy (with children and adults catered for), a stall of hand 
made goods with so many to choose from, and of course the cake stall with all 
sorts to choose and indulge yourself with  - chocolate, cream or fruit in the 
different cakes and buns.  There was even some savoury stuff to tempt you 
including sausage rolls. 
 
After all the browsing and buying folk could sit and chat with a welcome hot 
drink from the coffee bar together with biscuits, sweets or a creamy cake 
bought from the cake stall. All of this came before the call that lunches were 
being served and everyone trouped down to the primary room to enjoy tasty 
baked potatoes with as many fillings as you desired on offer. These were 
followed by delicious desserts if you were still hungry ! 
 
Before finally setting off home you could see if you had won a prize as the 
raffle was drawn.  What a lovely morning out !     
 
Over £500 was raised at the fayre which will be donated to Loros to help the 
great work that they do in our community.  
  
Grace 
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South Wigston News 
 

RECIPE - MAY:  CHOCOLATE & ORANGE MOUSSE (serves 4) 
 
6 ozs plain chocolate, broken into pieces 
Juice of 1 large orange 
4 eggs, separated 
 
To decorate: 
¼ pint double or whipping cream 
Finely grated rind of 1 orange 
2 teaspoons orange juice 
1 – 2 ozs plain chocolate, grated 
 

1)   Place chocolate in a heatproof bowl standing over a pan of 
gently simmering water. 

2)   Heat gently until chocolate has melted, stirring occasionally 
with a wooden spoon. 

3)   Remove the bowl from the heat, leave to cool slightly, then 
      gradually stir in the egg yolks. 
4)   Leave until cold, stirring occasionally. 
5)   Beat the egg whites until stiff, then fold into the egg yolk 

          mixture until evenly blended.  
    6)   Spoon the mousse into 4 individual glasses or dishes, then 
          chill in the refrigerator for 4 hours. 
 
      To decorate: 

1) Put cream, orange rind and juice in a bowl, and whip 
together until the cream holds its shape. 

2) Pipe 1 rosette of cream on top of each mousse, then sprinkle 
with grated chocolate. 

3) Serve chilled. 
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South Wigston News 
 
GARDENING TIPS – MAY. 
1)   Give new plants a good watering, and lay mulch. 
2)   Plant out chrysanthemums and dahlias. 
3)   Divide water lilies. 
4)   Mow the lawn on a weekly to fortnightly basis, and feed as 
      necessary. 
5)   Sow perennial seeds, and finish the outdoor sowing of annuals. 
6)   Cut back shrubs once they have finished flowering.   
 

 
 
 
DIARY – MAY. 
  7   Bible Bytes – Saffron Lane URC, 10.30am – 11.30am. 
11 – 17  Christian Aid Week. 
21   Elders’ Meeting – 10.00am. 
28  “Drop-in” Prayer meeting.   
           
        

                     THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH AHEAD. 
              We live in a society exquisitely dependent on science  
           and technology, in which hardly anyone knows anything 
                        about science and technology. 
                                                     Carl Sagan 
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South Wigston News 
 PRAYER LIST: Please pray for: 
1 The people of Myanmar who were injured, bereaved or made  

homeless in the recent tragic earthquake.  
 2   Give thanks for our worship leaders, Eileen and Martin. 
 3   All who are bereaved. 
 4   All those preaching the Word of God in our churches today. 
 5   Those travelling on this Bank Holiday, that they may remain safe. 
 6    Children suffering abuse. 
 7   Those attending our “Bible Bytes” meeting today. 
 8   All who are suffering from a terminal illness. 
 9   Those who are having to wait for hospital appointments. 
10   All troubled nations, that they may live in harmony. 
11   All charities at the start of Christian Aid Week. 
12   All who volunteer to work for charities. 
13   Those who do not have enough to eat. 
14   Those living on low wages. 
15   All who sleep on the streets of our towns. 
16   The unemployed who are seeking jobs. 
17   All those who have benefited from the help that Christian Aid 
       has given this week. 
18   All who are reading the Word of God in our churches today. 
19   Those who live in Care Homes, and those who look after them. 
20   All working for our Emergency Services – fire, ambulance, police. 
21   Parents, that they may be granted wisdom and patience. 
22   Those released from prison who are trying to start again. 
23   Doctors and nurses in their ministry of healing. 
24   All who are lonely. 
25   Those unable to get to Church today because of age or infirmity. 
26   Give thanks for family and friends. 
27   All who are homeless. 
28   Students preparing to take important exams. 
29   On Ascension Day, give thanks to God for sending us His Son. 
30   All who give their time to run groups and clubs for young people. 
31   Give thanks for the beauty of Summer.  



  

14 
 

 

South Wigston URC 
(Multi Faith Centre Leicestershire & North Warwickshire College) 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday 28 May 2025 
 

10.00 am 
 
 

The Community of Grace 
 

A talk by  
Revd David Howlett 

 
 

Everybody Welcome 
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Saffron Lane News 
Preachers and Readers list for May- June 2025 
 

 

 

 

 
 
May Birthdays 
1st       Philip Bridges 
14th     Mackenzie Bloxham 
 
June Birthdays 
28th Sandra Clay 
 

 OT NT SER COL Preacher  

       
May 4th  30 12 30 13 E Williams Communion 
May 11th  3 9 3 13 M Ferris Communion 
May 18th  36 6 3 13 L Gill Communion 
May 25th  8 7 # 13 S Clay Family Service 
       
Jun 1st  12 30 12 13 R Green Communion 
Jun 8th  3 9 3 13 S Eastman Communion 
Jun 15th  5 14 5 13 E Hanson Communion 
Jun 22nd  6 36 # 13 E Williams Family Service 
Jun 29th  11 10 # 13 R Waterton 5 Sunday 

3.Kath T 8. Brian S 12 Elizabeth R 36 Dec B 
5.Sue B 9. Terri D 13.Darren C # No server 
6.Pat S 10.Malvolia B 14. Mackenzie B  
7.Angela S 11.Richard B 30 Sandra C  
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Saffron Lane News 
 

Maundy Thursday 17th April 
We had been invited back to Oak Court at Blaby for a Maundy 
service.  So we all climbed into 3 cars and set off to share a service 
with the residents. Eileen led the service and Kevin from Whetstone 
church kindly came to play his own keyboard. People from Saffron 
Lane helped with the readings and after the service small easter eggs 
were given to everyone who attended. 
 
 
May 17th Charity Coffee morning 
On Saturday 17th May  we will be holding a charity coffee morning for 
Save the Children.  If you have any free time on that morning please 
come to join us. You will be very welcome. 
 
 
 

A New Strength 
 

There are times in every life 
When we feel hurt or alone... 

But I believe that these times when we feel lost 
And all around us seems to be falling apart 

Are really bridges of growth. 
We struggle and try to recapture the security of what was, 

But almost in spite of ourselves… 
We emerge on the other side with a new understanding. 

A new awareness. 
A new strength. 

It is almost as though we must go through the pain,  
And the struggle in order to grow 

And reach new heights. 
 

Poem by Sue Mitchell.  
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Saffron Lane URC 
(Pork Pie Island) 

 
 

CHARITY  
COFFEE MORNING 

 

IN AID OF 
 

SAVE THE CHILDREN 
 

SATURDAY 17 MAY 2025 
 
 

10.00 
 

Please Come and Join Us 
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Whetstone News 
 
Community Coffee Morning 
We continue to be blessed by the ever increasing number of people 
who join us for our Community Coffee Morning on Thursdays. We are 
now regularly visited by around 40 people and it is a privilege to 
welcome friends, old and new, to join us for a lovely two hours of 
friendship and fellowship. 
 
The menu each week changes: a selection of open rolls for a recent 
birthday, sausage rolls and cheese and onion rolls for another 
birthday, sausage and bacon cobs, potato wedges and dips. Each week 
is a surprise and we wait to see what Kevin has prepared for us. 
Last Thursday we had cake, courtesy of Val from Blaby 
Congregational Church and hot cross buns, courtesy of Jean and 
Kevin.  
 
No one need ever go home hungry on a Thursday morning at 
Whetstone! 
 
 

 
 
 
Wedding Celebration 
Congratulations to Joseph, son of Glenis and Paul, following his recent 
marriage to Sophie. We send them both our love and very best wishes 
for their future together! 
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Whetstone News 
 
Easter Services at Whetstone 
 
Julie Slatford led a lovely service on Palm Sunday.  
 
Kevin supported Saffron Lane’s Maundy Thursday Service at Oak 
Court, providing keyboard accompaniment for the hymns. 
 
Then for the first time, we held a service on Good Friday, led by 
Reverend Martin Ferris. His service was thought provoking and 
following the blessing, the congregation left in silence to further 
reflect on Martin’s message. 
 
Our own Kevin led a wonderful service on Easter Sunday. Not 
permitted to lead Communion Services in the URC, he improvised, 
using wine gums as a symbol of collective worship. Thanks to Glenis, 
Adele and Aldyth for bringing us the readings and most importantly, 
thanks to Bernard for playing the hymns for us, once again 
demonstrating that of the three organists we have, Bernard is by far 
the most superior! 
     Kevin concluded his message about life after death and Christ’s 
triumph over death by using a story of twins in the womb discussing 
life after delivery. This analogy highlighted the need for trust and 
faith and reminded us that although we cannot see God, if we just sit 
quietly, we can feel and hear His presence. Such is the mystery of 
faith. 
      Jean generously supplied Easter eggs for everyone, as usual, 
although this year Kevin provided her with a set of Easter Bunny ears 
which she wore to “deliver” the eggs to the congregation. 
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Whetstone News 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 
We look forward to our VE day celebrations on May 8th, when we will 
be enjoying a bring and share lunch, as well as the opportunity to 
listen to and sing along with songs of the 1940s. Please do join us if 
you are able. 
 
 
Thinking of Christ’s triumph over death... 
 
Mrs. Jones had recently been unwell and at the age of 97, the 
minister felt obliged to discuss the afterlife with her. 
“I was wondering,” enquired the minister, “do you ever think about 
the “hereafter”? 
“Oh yes,” Mrs. Jones replied. “I think about it all the time.” 
“Really?” the minister asked. 
“Oh, yes dear. These days, every time I walk into a room, I think: 
what am I here after?” 
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Whetstone United Reformed Church LE8 6LP 
 

Thursday May 8th 
Remembering VE Day 
Coffee Morning from 

10.00 – 12.00 
Followed by a Bring 
and Share 

Lunch 
Sing along or 
listen to music 

from the forties.    
All welcome 
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Whetstone United Reformed Church LE8 6LP 

 
 

Saturday 24th May 
Charity Coffee 

Morning     

 
10.00 – 12.00 

Raising money for Air 
Ambulance 

Light refreshments 
Bring and Buy Stall.  Raffle. 

 
The Air Ambulance Service flies 

across the counties of Warwickshire & 
Northamptonshire, and Derbyshire, 
Leicestershire & Rutland, covering 

3,850 square miles.  
 

All Welcome. 



  

23 
 

  
Oadby United Reformed Church 

 

 
Quiz Night 

 

 
Saturday 24th May  

 
7pm 

 
A fun evening with  

Bring and Share Supper 
 

Donations to Christian Aid 
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Abbots Road News 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK. 11th - 18th May 
 
 It’s that time again! 
 
We only have to watch the news these days to see so much need in 
the world because of war, earthquake and the results of human 
greed.  Never has there been a time when charities are having to step 
in so often to save and maintain life, their main problems must be 
having to decide which situations take priority, and having sufficient 
supplies to meet the need. 
 
How can we help?   
 
Anything you can give is important, even if it is only a small amount. I 
was once told that small amounts are unimportant, just a drop in the 
ocean, but as Mother Teresa said. ‘The ocean is made up of drops!’ 
 
So, with your magazine this month will be a Christian Aid envelope.  If 
you can give, please return the envelope on the 11th or 18th May. 
 
On Sunday morning 11th, from 9:30 - 10:15am, you are invited to come 
and share a continental breakfast together before our worship, 
making a donation to Christian Aid. It would be helpful if you could 
indicate to Joyce Busby that you hope to come ( for catering 
purposes).  
 
Look forward to seeing you on the 11th May. 
 
Thank you in advance for whatever you are able to give. 
 
Joyce Busby 
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Abbots Road News 
 

A Prayer 
 

CALLED    
 
Speak voice of God  
With words of challenge and power 
Calling us  
To courageous discipleship 
And urgent witness 
Stifle 
Our lame excuses and persistent attempts 
To avoid your call 
And assure us 
That no matter how weak we feel 
You can use our gifts and skills 
Forgive 
The many occasions we have hidden behind our weakness 
Belittling your power 
And denying your presence. 
Stir 
Our tired spirits with the prophetic reminder 
That you are at work in the world 
Tearing down and raising up, 
Building and planting. 
Direct 
Our eyes to Jesus your Son who never failed to encourage his 
friends. 
May he give us confidence to follow him and not be afraid. 

 
(Taken from the URC Prayer Handbook 1987) 
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Abbots Road News 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 
An end to war and conflict in this world, especially in Ukraine and 
Gaza 
For refugees and asylum seekers trying to find a safe place to live. 
For those who are desperately poor in a world of plenty. 
For those who hunger while we are well fed 
For the work and witness of Christian Aid and its overseas partners. 
That all may be led in the true ways of Christian love 
That within our churches there may be a reawakening to the calling of 
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
For someone you know who particularly needs to feel the love of God 
supporting them at this time. 
For the children and young people who are members of our church 
families. 
For all those who are suffering through illness or pain. 
For doctors and nurses and all NHS staff who work in our hospitals. 
For those grieving the loss of a loved one 
For Roy and his family 
For Marie’s family and friends 
For those who are housebound and unable to get to church 
For Brian, Dorothy and family 
For Chris and her family 
For Tracey’s granddaughter and all of the family 
For Anne and John 
For Kate 
For our Ministry Team – Martin and Eileen 
For Elders and all those who serve on the different Synod 
committees  
For the mission of our SELA churches. 
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Abbots Road News 
 

FOR THERE IS NO OTHER NAME. 
 

When I’m down and helpless 
When lies are reigning 
When fear and indifference are growing 
May your Kingdom come. 

 
When joy is missing 
When love is missing and unbelief is growing 
May your Kingdom come. 

 
To the sick and lonely 
To the imprisoned and tortured 
May your Kingdom come. 

 
Into the churches 
Into our praying, into our singing 
May your Kingdom come 

 
Into our hearts 
Into our hands, into our eyes 
May your Kingdom come.  Soon! 

 
(A Czech Litany)  
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Abbots Road News 
 

IT COULDN’T BE DONE 
 

Somebody said that it couldn’t be done but he with a chuckle replied 
that “maybe it couldn’t,” but he would be one who wouldn’t say so till 
he’d tried. 
So, he buckled right in with the trace of a grin on his face. If he 
worried he hid it.  
He started to sing as he tackled the thing that couldn’t be done, 
And he did it! 
 
Somebody scoffed: “Oh you’ll never do that; At least no one has ever 
done it:” 
But he took off his hat and the first thing we knew he’d begun it. 
With a life of his chin and a bit of a grin, without any doubting or 
quiddit, 
He started to sing as he tackled the thing that couldn’t be done 
 And he did it! 
 
There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done, there are 
thousands to prophesy failure, 
There are thousands to point out to you one by one, 
The dangers that wait to assail you. 
But just buckle in with a bit of a grin, just take off you coat and go to 
it; 
Just start in to sing as you tackle the thing” that cannot be done,”  
 

And you’ll do it!                               
 
 (Found on Pinterest) 
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Abbots Road News 
 

WEIRD ENGLISH  IDIOMS 
 

1. Bob’s your uncle = Done easily 
2. Donkey’s years = Very long time 
3. Keep your hair on = Stay calm 
4. The penny dropped = Understood 
5. In a jiffy = Very soon 
6. Happy as Larry = Very happy 
7. Thick as mince = Very stupid 
8. Sell ice to Eskimos = Persuasive  
9. Know your onions = Knowledgeable 
10. Do a runner = Runaway 
11. Spill the beans = Reveal secret 
12. Over the moon = Very happy 
13. Under the weather = Feeling ill 
14. Hit the sack = Go to bed 
15. Bite the bullet = Face it 
16. Rock the boat = Cause trouble 
17. Shake a leg = Hurry up 
18. Throw in the towel = Give up 
19. Cost an arm and a leg = Very expensive 
20. Ball’s in your court – Your move 
21. Miss the boat = Missed chance 
22. Raining cats and dogs = Heavy rain 
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Abbots Road News 
 

YOU’RE HAVING A LAUGH 
 

Dad Jokes 
 
I was walking in the jungle and saw a lizard on his hind legs telling jokes. 
I turned to a local tribesman and said, “That lizard is really funny!” 
The tribesman replied, “ That’s not a lizard…” 
“He’s a stand up chameleon.” 
 
Breaking News! 
Engineers have just made a car that can run on parsley…… 
Now they’re hoping to make buses and trains run on Thyme! 
 
An elderly looking gentleman, (mid-nineties) very well dressed, hair well-
groomed, great looking suit, flower in his lapel, smelling slightly of a good 
aftershave, presenting a well-looked after image, walks into an upscale cocktail 
lounge. 
Seated at the bar is an elderly looking lady. 
The gentleman walks over, sits alongside her, orders a drink, takes a sip, turns 
to her, and says, “So tell me, do I come here often?” 
 
 Why should you never trust stairs? They’re always up to something. 
 
I entered 10 puns in a contest to see which would win. 
No pun in ten did 
 
What did the caretaker say when he jumped out of the closet? Supplies! 
 
How do scientists freshen their breath? Experi – mints. 
 
Julie Andrews will no longer endorse brightly coloured cheap lipstick. She 
explained, “It crumbles and makes my breath smell. In fact the super colour 
DayGlo lipstick gives me halitosis.” 
 
I did a steak on a George Foreman grill. Turned out nice. The I did one on a 
George Formby grill. Turned out nice again! 
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Lectionary Readings 
 

May 4th 

 Acts  9,  v 1 – 6 (7 – 20) 
Psalm 30 
Revelation 5  v 11 – 14 
John 21  v 1 - 19 

 
May 11th 

Acts 9  v 36 – 43 
Psalm 23 
Revelation 7  v 9 – 17 
John 10  v 22 - 30 

 
May 18th 
Acts 11  v 1 - 18 
Psalm 148 
Revelation 21  v 1 – 6 
John 13  v 31 - 35 

 
May 25th 
Acts 16 v 9 - 15 
Psalm 67 
Revelation 21  v 10 & v 22 – Chapt 22 v 5 
John 14  v 23 – 29  or  John 5  v 1 - 9 

 
 

 
 

 


