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Dear Friends,

People have an innate desire to have control over their lives, their
environment, and the outcomes of their actions. We want everything
to go the way we want it to, to shape outcomes and events to our
liking. Human beings fear losing control.

I read an illustration recently about the Holy Spirit. A tutor sat at a
desk, by a window. The desk was neatly arranged with stacks of
papers. As he spoke of the working of the Holy Spirit, he opened the
window. The wind whipped in and sent the papers flying. As Jesus
explained in his conversation with Nicodemus, the Spirit moves freely
as God wills and those who accept the Spirit will also follow wherever
they are led. So, what does that mean for us as believers, are we
willing to give up being in control? When we let the Holy Spirit lead
and guide us in our lives and mission, things will look very different -
our expectations and the familiar comforting norms that we've
established may or will be challenged.

Since the lock-down many churches haven't returned to the old
patterns and ways, God had and still has new things, new ways for us
to be church. We can be reluctant or even against change especially
where it seems to undermine the familiar and we want to take
control, holding on to what we know rather than letting God rule in
our lives and church - we fear losing control.

You may have heard the words of Richard Rohr, a Franciscan friar
who said this, "The opposite of faith isn't doubt; the opposite of faith
is control.” The challenge of God's will, the challenge of God's free
and transforming Spirit is to let go and let God, wherever that may
lead us. So, let's choose faith over control and learn to live fully under
God's will, allowing the Holy Spirit to work God's purposes in us and
through us.

Yours in the everlasting love of Christ,

Pam.



SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES

Whetstone URC 10.00 am
Oadby URC 10.15 am
South Wigston URC 10.30 am
Wigston Magna 10.30 am
Saffron Lane 11.00 am
Abbots Road 10.45 am

Please check with the relevant Church Secretaries to confirm
when services are taking place at any of the Area Churches.

DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER 24 MAGAZINE

Sunday 20 October 2024

Send your items to your church representative or direct to
di.statham@btinternet.com

If you do not have a computer a hand written copy can be accepted.
Contact Di Statham 0116 296 2847 for information


mailto:di.statham@btinternet.com

Oadby

Saffron Lane

South Wigston

Wigston Magna

Whetstone

Abbots Road

Worship Leaders for October 2024
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Revd Martin Ferris Communion
Eileen Williams

Revd Pam Smith  Communion
Revd Jacquie Gavin

Revd Ivor Smith
Paul Tiplady
Revd Les Gill

R Benham

Marion Bartholomew - Café Style Service
Revd Martin Ferris Harvest Festival

To Be Confirmed

Revd Martin Ferris

Worship Group

Ray Green

Eileen Williams - Communion
Julie Slatford

Shirley Eastman Harvest & Communion
Howard Smith

Julie Slatford

Revd Les Gill

Revd Pam Smith Communion

Revd David Howlett

Revd Martin Ferris

Revd Jenny Mills - Church Anniversary



Oadby URC

Whetstone URC
Saffron Lane URC

Wigston Magna

South Wigston

Abbots Road

Regular Church Events
Weekly Coffee Morning
Every Monday from 10.00 - 12.00 -
including Bank Holidays

11 O'Clock Club
15" & 3™ Thursday 10.30 am for 11.00 start

Ladies Group
4™ Thursday 2.30pm - 4.30pm

Craft Group
4™ Saturday 11.00 am - at 25 Chestnut Ave, Oadby

Community Coffee Morning Thursday 10.00 to 12.00
Weekly 3T's (Tea, Toast & Talk) Thursday 10.00 to 12.00

Community Cinema
Alternate Months from February - 1.30 pm

Sit Sip and Social
2" Wednesday of each month 2pm - 4 pm

Coffee Morning
Every Saturday 10.00 am to 12.00 pm

Drop Inwith coffee / tea. 4™ Wednesday of each month

Lunchbox every Tuesday from 12.30pm - 3 course meal

£5.00

Quiz Wednesday evenings from 7.15pm (on Zoom)

Thursday Stay and Play and Little Borrowers toy library.
For children aged 0-4 years old and their parents/carers
10.00 to 11.30 £1.50 per family

Saturday Coffee Morning including a raffle, on Zoom
from 10.30am. Raising funds for our chosen charities.



Bible Bytes
Wednesday 2 October 2024

10.30 am

Saffron Lane URC

Come and enjoy a light and friendly discussion

No Need to be a " Bible Expert”

EVERYBODY welcome




South and East Leicestershire Area Churches

AREA
SERVICE

Sunday 20 October
3.30 pm
Saffron Lane URC

Everybody Welcome




Wigston Magna News
Outdoor Service and Barbeque

For the Churches Together service in September we enjoyed an
outdoor service in the church gardens followed by a barbeque. The
event was attended by a good crowd from the churches in the South
and East Leicestershire Area.

The service was led by our Area Minister, Revd Martin Ferris, who
gave us a thoughtful talk with prayers, readings and some lovely
hymns making it a service to enjoy in the fresh summer air.

After the service we all enjoyed a delicious barbeque with burgers,
sausages, salad and sauces. You could also sample cakes if you were
still hungry. This was all washed down with cups of tea or coffee or
cold drinks .

There was lots of friendly chat all round from a good congregation
outside in the fresh air |l

Many thanks to our hardworking team from Long Street.

Grace

October Birthdays
20™ Elaine Wiggins
30" Revd Les Gill



Community Cinema

Monday 7 October 2024

THE OLD OAK

1.30 pm
Doors Open 12.45 pm

Light Refreshments Available.

Admission Free - but
Donations welcome




COMMUNITY CINEMA

THELMA

Starring June Squibb, Richard Rowntree, Fred Hechinger

Thelma Post is a 93 year old grandmother who loses $10,000 to
a con artist on the phone. With help from a friend and his motorised
scooter, she soon embarks on a tfreacherous journey across
Los Angeles to reclaim what was taken from her.

Showing at

Wigston Magna United Reformed Church
Long Street, Wigston

On

Monday 4 November 2024

Starting at 1.30 pm
(Doors Open 12.45pm)

Light Refreshments Available

For More Information Contact Julie 07544981674
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South Wigston News

RECIPE - OCTOBER: Uncooked Chocolate Cake.

40z bar of plain chocolate, grated.

40z digestive biscuits, broken into pieces (but not crushed)
40z butter or margarine

3 teaspoon vanilla essence

1 dessert-spoon caster sugar
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Melt grated chocolate in a basin over a pan of hot water ,and stir

until melted.

In another basin, cream together the fat, sugar, vanilla essence,
and mix well.

Add digestive biscuits and melted chocolate.

Beat until well mixed.

Press the mixture into a well greased sandwich tin then leave in
fridge for 2 hours before cutting into thin slices.

GARDENING NOTES - OCTOBER:

Collect any frost-sensitive container plants, stand in a sheltered
place and cover with fleece; or place in a greenhouse.

Plant tubs and containers with dwarf conifers, ivy, heathers and
other hardy dwarf shrubs.

Transplant hardy plants growing in containers out into beds.
Prepare the greenhouse for the winter.

Aerate and scarify lawns, and treat with Autumn fertiliser.
Continue to spray roses against greenfly and fungus diseases.
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South Wigston News

DIARY - October
2" Bible Bytes - Saffron Lane URC 10.30am. All welcome.
3rd  Churches Together in South Wigston meeting - 2.00pm St
Thomas' Church.
9t  Elders' meeting - 9.30am;
Church meeting 10.00am.
12™ Synod Meeting - Abbots Road URC.
Quiz night - 7.00pm at South Wigston URC - All welcome.
13™ South Wigston Harvest Service 10.30am.
19™  Churches Together in South Wigston: Entertainment evening -
7.00pm at South Wigston Congregational Church. All welcome.
23" Coffee morning/Drop-in - 10.00am.
28™ World Day of Prayer Meeting; 3.00pm
South Wigston Methodist Church.

shutterstock - 373772755

Thought for the Month Ahead.
Many of life's failures are people who did not realise
how close they were to success when they gave up.
Thomas A. Edison.
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PRAYER LIST - October.

Please pray for:
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Those living in war-torn countries, that they may not lose hope.
All refugees seeking a place to live in peace and safety.

Young people starting their courses at university this month.
All those seeking employment.

Those living with a terminal illness.

Farmers, as our churches celebrate Harvest this month.

The homeless.

All who work for social reform.

All who, in these difficult times, are finding it hard to pay bills.
Nurses, doctors, and all who work in hospitals.

Those working so that people have the Bible in their own language.
All those attending our Synod Meeting today.

All who preach the Word of God in our churches today.

All those involved in taking aid to war-torn and third world
countries.

Tolerance and understanding between nations, races and faiths.
Give thanks for friends, and pray for those who are friendless.
All victims of violence.

All who work with children.

Ask God to shed new light on something that is worrying you.
Those who cannot get to Church today due to illness or infirmity.
Children as they enjoying half-term week, may they stay safe.
All those involved in listening and counselling services.

Those suffering mental health problems.

All who volunteer to work for "Helping Hands".

All who are sick.

As we put back the clocks, think of those waking on the other
side of the world.

For those leading worship in our churches today.

Those of our communities who feel isolated.

All who live in Care Homes and those who look after them.

Give thanks for the beauty of Autumn.

All whose lives are ruled by superstition.
14



BIG QUIZ NIGHT
In Aid of TEARFUND

SATURDAY 12 OcTOBER 2024

7.00 PM

South Wigston United Reformed Church

Multi Faith Centre

North Warwickshire and South Leicestershire College

Cost £5 person
Including Buffet

Please bring YOUR OWN drinks

To Book a place contact
di.statham@Dbtinternet.com
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Saffron Lane News

Preachers and Readers list for October - November 2024

OT | NT | SERV | COLL | Preacher
Octé6™ | 14 | 5 14 13 I Smith Communion
Oct 13" | 36 | 6 3 13 | P Tiplady Communion
Oct 22t | 7 8 7 13 L Gill Communion
Oct29™ | 12 | 30 | # 13 | RBenham | Family Service
Nov3rd 9 3 9 13 D Howlett Communion
Nov 10" | 5 | 14 5 13 | E Williams | Communion and
Church Business
10.30 start
Nov 17th | 6 | 36 6 13 G Milnes Communion
Nov24™ | 8 | 7 # 13 R Green | Family Service
3Kath T 8. Brian S 13.Darren C
5.Sue B 9. Terri D 14. Mackenzie # No server
6.Pat S 10.Molly B 30 Sandra
7.Angela S | 11.Richard B 36 Dec B
Birthdays
October
None
November

6™ S Bloxham

13th E Richardson

30™ D Clay

16



Saffron Lane News
What happened in September

September 7'

Our Saturday Charity Cream Tea was run by Pats niece Mary who
organized everything. She made all the cakes and set out all the
tables and chairs for the people who had booked a cream tea. We
apologise to those who turned up on the day without booking and were
hot able to get a Cream Tea ( which also included Sandra.)
Fortunately cakes and drinks were available to buy or you could
purchase one of Elizabeths sausage plaits. Mary chose which charity
she wanted the money to go to and this year she gave the money to
the Church's Charity of the year so we now have an extra £800
towards Children's Heart link. The church has sent a thank you card
To Mary.

September 15™

Our Harvest service was led by Julie Slatford. We had some nice
Harvest hymns, and the people who attended brought gifts of food
for our chosen food bank at South Wigston. We also have a box for
donations for the food bank during the rest of the year. The Church
looked really nice. I+ was decorated by Elizabeth with flowers and
berries on the Lords table. After the weekend the children from our
preschool all came in to see the display in the Church.
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Saffron Lane News
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Saffron Lane News

September 20™

The Saffron Lane Church was invited to take a Harvest service at
Oak Court residential home Blaby. Eileen led the service and Les
provided us with the music and song sheets. People from our Church
took part in the service helping the service to flow nicely. The
residents who came along seemed to enjoy the sing song of Harvest
hymns. I am sure we will get an invite back for a Christmas service.
It was also Eileens birthday on the 20™ September so Happy
Birthday to her and thank you for giving up time on her special day

Forthcoming Events

October
2" Bible Bytes at Saffron Lane 10.30am
12™ Synod at Abbots Road
14™ Group Treasures meeting at Saffron Lane
20™  Area Service at Saffron Lane 3.00pm
30™ Elder's 10.00 at Pats

November
6™ Bible Bytes at Saffron Lane
10™ Church Business Meeting 10.30 start
This is a new date
13™ S/M meeting Zoom
16™ Church Bazaar 11-1.0pm
27™ Elders 10.00am at Pats
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Saffron Lane News
Harvest Time by Doreen Storton

Our thanks we give to him above
Especially now at Harvest:

We thank him for the food we eat,
For gentle rain and summer heat,
For crops to flourish.

From dawn till dusk the farmers toil,
Their labours plain to see:

The land they till, the seeds they sow,
But only God can make them grow,

To give us Harvest.

Now trees have given up their fruit,
The golden fields stand bare:

Our needs by him are well supplied,
His goodness stretches far and wide,
The Lord of Harvest

And as the seasons come and go,

We view the changing scenes:

Winter's snow, then gay Spring flowers,
Roses bloom in summer bowers,

And so to Harvest.
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Whetstone News

The last month at Whetstone has definitely been a month of food and
celebrations!

Happy Holidays Il

On 22nd August, we had a "Seaside Special” lunch: cones of chips
with fish bites, homemade mushy peas, courtesy of Jean, curry sauce
and a cornetto style ice-cream to finish.

It was a lovely treat, despite the weather not being exactly
Summery! Nevertheless, everyone enjoyed the lunch, with no charge
and yet still raising £100 for church funds.

Thanks to Jean for her endless search for the right sort of peas to
soak and for making the delicious mushy peas. Thanks also to Kevin
who cooked the lunch and donated all the food to enable us to raise as
much as possible towards our ongoing projects, especially the Church
Hall Roof repairs and a replacement cooker because the old one
suddenly blew up! (Well that's what Kevin says!)
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Whetstone News

Silver Congratulations
Kevin and Rebecca would like to thank the Church family for all the
cards and kindness shown to them on the occasion of their 25th
Wedding Anniversary, also receiving a beautiful orchid and a stunning
anniversary cake which was totally unexpected! We are very grateful
and blessed to have such kind generous and loving friends. Thank you

and may God bless you all!




Whetstone News
Golden Celebrations

On Thursday 5th September, we prepared a lunch in honour of
Richard and Shirley to celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
Forty plus people joined us to celebrate with Richard and Shirley and
undoubtedly went home feeling very full from all the delicious food
provided by a small team from the church who simply wanted to
acknowledge Richard and Shirley's milestone anniversary and also to
thank them for all the hard work that they do to support Whetstone
URC. We really couldn't manage without them!

Thanks to Jan, Jean, Jenny, Pam, Joan and Kevin for providing and
preparing the mouth watering spread. Special thanks to Joan for the
graze boards, the delicious desserts and the wonderful cake. (Please

note the attention to detail, even the coleslaw was appropriately
branded!)
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Whetstone News
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Whetstone News
A BIG THANK YOU.

Shirley and Richard would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to all those
folks who were kind enough to send us cards, gifts and good wishes to
help us celebrate our Golden Wedding Anniversary, it really made us
feel special and loved.

It would be rude not to say a big thank you for all who were in any
way involved with our 'Surprise Lunch’' at Whetstone URC, they all
know who they are. The event was well attended and we really
appreciated the effort that had gone into making it happen. We
would also like to thank Joan Seaton whose skill at cakemaking and
decorating was plain to see in the beautiful Golden Anniversary cake
that she made for us. All in all we, have had a brilliant time
celebrating our fifty years together with you our friends in our
church family. We thank everyone from the bottom of our hearts.

We are sorry that we were not able to be with Oadby URC on their
significant Anniversary, but we were celebrating with our family on a
'secret’ family get together, it just happened to be on the same
weekend and it is a rare event when our family can meet because of
the hectic diary commitments of our children and our grandchildren.

We look forward to sharing more occasions with our ‘Church Family’,
as we celebrate more of life's milestones together.

Thank you all once again,

Richard and Shirley.
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Whetstone News

THANK YOU
A massive thanks to Jon Brookes who has redecorated the Minister's
Vestry. For a long time, it has been a dark, dull, damp room. The walls
were painted in a faded yellow colour and everywhere was damp and
mouldy.
It took several buckets of bleach water to combat the mould and
then several coats of paint o completely transform the room. It now
looks truly wonderful and Jon plans to install Perspex to create
secondary glazing to improve the insulation and reduce the damp.
(Jean has now enlisted him to redecorate the Choir Vestry!)

G
1M

shutterstock - 582459497

On Saturday 14th September, our Church was open for the annual
"Ride and Stride" event.

We took the opportunity to give the building a really good clean:
mopping the church, the kitchen and the toilets, vacuuming
throughout, polishing the pews and getting rid of the cobwebs.
Thanks to Jean, Pam, Jan, David, Carl and Kevin for all their hard
work. The church looks beautiful!
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Whetstone News
Forthcoming Events

On Saturday 5th October, we will be holding a Coffee Morning in
advance of our Harvest Festival on Sunday 6th.

During the morning we will be decorating the Church with Harvest
produce and will gratefully accept any donations fowards the Harvest
display.

On Sunday 6th October, our own Shirley will lead our Harvest
Festival, followed by the sale of the Harvest produce and a bring and
share lunch. Please do join us if you are able!

Jenny arrived at church with a big cream cake.

"T thought you were on a diet,"” Jan said.

"I am," Jenny replied, "but before I set off this morning, I asked
God that if it were His will that T should have a cream cake today,
please let there be a parking space outside the bakery.

And do you know what? On the forth time round the block, there was
a space!”
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Oadby News

60™ Anniversary Service
On Sunday 22 September Oadby held a service to celebrate the 60™
Anniversary of the Church. The service was led by the Moderator of
the East Midlands Synod - Revd Geoffrey Clarke and the Oadby
congregation were joined by members from the other Churches in the
South and East Leicestershire Area to join in with this special
service.

During the service Revd Clarke presented Certificates of thanks
to Revd Les Gill for his 30 years service as a Lay Minister and to
Paddy Letts, Mo Herickx and Geoff Herickx for their long service to
the Oadby Church.
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Oadby News

The offering taken during the service totalled £86.50. This will be
sent to the URC appeal for Myanmar.
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Oadby News

After the service those who wished joined fogether for a bring and
share lunch and the cutting of the Anniversary Cake which had been

so beautifully made by Joan Seaton.
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Oadby News

Oadby URC

Quiz Night

/pm
26th October 2024

_Fun night with Ken Jones and Ann Craighead

Refreshments

and
Raffle

Donations to Christian Aid
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Abbots Road News

PLEASE PRAY FOR
All Those Living In The War Torn Countries Of Gaza And Ukraine And Other
Places Across The World.

Peace In The World
An End To Knife Crime And Every Kind Of Violence
The Families Of Those Who Have Died In The Floods In Central Europe.

Those Pensioners Who Will Suffer Because Of The Cancellation Of
The Winter Fuel Allowance.

Give Thanks For Churches, Pubs And Other Community Venues Who Are
Opening Their Premises Up To Provide A Warm Hub During The Winter.

All Those Who Are Housebound

Sunita And Felix

Brian And Dorothy

Carolyn

Anne And John

June And Andrew

Laurel

The Family Of Christine Box

Steve And Vi

The Mission And Ministry Of The Sela Churches.

Our Ministerial Team Martin And Eileen.
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Abbots Road News

'Sacred the Touch of the Master's Hand.’
by Myra Brooks Welch

'Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer
Thought it scarcely worth his while

To waste much time on the old violin,

But held it up with a smile.

"What am I bidden, good folks," he cried,
"Who'll start the bidding for me?"

"A dollar, a dollar. Then two! Only two?

Two dollars, and who'll make it three?"

"Three dollars, once; three dollars, twice;
Going for three.." But no,

From the room, far back, a grey-haired man
Came forward and picked up the bow;

Then wiping the dust from the old violin,
And tightening the loosened strings,

He played a melody pure and sweet,

As a caroling angel sings.

The music ceased, and the auctioneer,

With a voice that was quiet and low,

Said: "What am I bid for the old violin?"

And he held it up with the bow.

"A thousand dollars, and who'll make it two?
Two thousand! And who'll make it three?
Three thousand, once; three thousand, twice,
And going and gone," said he.
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The people cheered, but some of them cried,
"We do not quite understand.

What changed its worth?" Swift came the reply:
"The touch of the Master's hand."

And many a man with life out of tune,

And battered and scarred with sin,

Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd
Much like the old violin.

A "mess of pottage," a glass of wine,

A game — and he fravels on.

He is "going" once, and "going" twice,

He's "going" and almost "gone."

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd
Never can quite understand

The worth of a soul and the change that is wrought
By the touch of the Master's hand.

And many a man with life out of tune.
AEALXAALXEELALALALELELLLALLALELELXLLLLXLXKLXLXXKXLLXXKXKXKXARXXXKXXKkX XXXk k

The following piece was written by Edith Middleton.

Since moving into a flat I have found a difference in my life. I can no
longer get on a bus to go into town, no longer walk to Abbots Road
Church in a very few minutes. I can no longer be guaranteed to have a
sensible conversation with everyone. Sadly I know that some people’s
memories are not the same. I am blessed because mine is better than
most but a lot of the time they don't understand anything or
anybody.

I talk about my church and what I believe, I'm sure my faith is my
prop and my strength. I feel sorry for those who have no faith, no
God to hold their hand. T thank the Dear Lord for this time when I

can still think, talk and understand. Amen.
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Abbots Road News

TEACH ME
Teach me, Lord, what I don't know.
Show me which way and where to go.
Alone, I stumble, alone I fall,
But your gentle voice leads through it all.
Take my hand, light my way,
Be my beacon night and day.
I am weak and sometimes so low,
But you give me strength and make me whole.
Teach me, Lord and Father.
Your child has become like new.
Empty me of myself so I can live for you.
BY Heather Flood

THIS BRAND NEW DAY
This brand new day I go in faith, but I know not what lies in wait.
So dear God, this morning I pray, take control and lead the way.

I do not see with these two eyes, I cannot tell where danger lies.
Please, dear Lord, be my guide let me not stray from your side.

Show me today the journeys to make, steer me on the right paths to
take.

Grant me grace to discern your will, for when to strive and when to be
still.

Help me to love and trust you more and radiate your love to my
heighbour.

Then bring me back safe and sound, and let my praise for you abound.
By Abimbola T. Alabi
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Abbots Road News

YOU'RE HAVING A LAUGH

If at first you don't succeed, I wouldn't recommend lion taming.
I made shoes our of crumbly cheese, and now I have to tread Caerphilly.

Just washed the car and gave it a sponge over. What a mess, jam and cream
everywhere.

I went to a safari park and got charged by a rhino. I couldn't believe it, three
quid for a Cornetto!

T've jut had a game of silent tennis, it's like regular tennis but without the
racket.

A man took a loan out o pay for an exorcism. He was told that if he didn't pay
it back, he'll get repossessed.

Starting your day with an early morning run is a great way to make sure your
day can't get any worse than it started.

A woman was accused of stealing a truck full of duvets, but in court foday she
was found not quilty.

A man passed out in the barbers; they think his hair may have been spiked.

What do we want? Better memory! When do we want it?......
Want what?

A factory worker who fell onto an upholstery machine today is now fully
recovered.
Keep seeing chocolate covered fingers everywhere. I think my mind is playing

Twix on me.

How is it possible to starve in the desert with all the sand which is there?
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SYNOD .

CHILDREN’S DAY «

WEDNESDAY.
23 OCTOBER2024

10.30am - 3pm

For Primary School Years 1- 6

Abbots Road URC
Leicester, LES IDA

To book visit: T

bit.ly/synodchildrensday United
Reformed

Or Call Hannah Holmes at the Synod Officg Church

0115 9609241 East Midlands

Synod

B 0 A . 0 0 A0 A0 A
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Saturday NoveMBER?2 34

10:30am - 1:30pm
Refreshments on sale

To book atabie or for any further enauiries contact.
07004495521/ 0116 43095 4 ©

Tohire atable is £10
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Lectionary Readings

October 6

Job 1.1; 2.1-10;

Psalm 26;

Hebrews 1.1-4; 2.5-12;
Mark 10.2-16

October 13

Job 23.1-9,16-17;
Psalm 22.1-15;
Hebrews 4.12-16;
Mark 10.17-31

October 20

Job 38.1-7,(34-41);
Psalm 104.1-9,24,35¢;
Hebrews 5.1-10;
Mark 10.35-45

October 27

Job 42.1-6,10-17;
Psalm 34.1-8,(19-22);
Hebrews 7.23-28;
Mark 10.46-52
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