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It seems that every time we listen to the news the word ‘community’
crops up and it got me thinking about how many communities that I
belong to. The obvious one is the family, a community that we are
born into, and our village community, which uses WhatsApp to keep us
all up to date. There are also the clubs and associations that I belong
to - all communities in their own right and, last but not least, our
church community, where we meet and sometimes socialise, getting to
know each other better, building relationships and hopefully working
together for the good of all those in the community where our
churches are.

Those of us who have been going to the same church for many years
may find it difficult to welcome newcomers, those who come seeking
to know God, Jesus, better. Do they fit in? What do they believe, if
anything? What a wonderful opportunity it can be, to show that we
love and care for everyone but ... we have to make an effort o help a
new friend fit in, ready fo answer any questions that they might have,
showing them where to go for coffee after the service, inviting them
to join with Bible Study and a chance to sit in at a church meeting so
that they can see how our church works.

Jesus welcomed everyone, especially if what they were doing was
done in his name, but he could see the potential in all. The newcomer
has made the first, perhaps terrifying step, by crossing the
threshold of the church, not knowing what to expect. A cheerful
smile and a helping hand can go a long way to making them feel
welcome and part of the family of God - the greatest community that
there is.

God bless you all
Eileen



SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES

Whetstone URC 10.00 am
Oadby URC 10.15 am
South Wigston URC 10.30 am
Wigston Magna 10.30 am
Saffron Lane 11.00 am
Abbots Road 10.45 am

Please check with the relevant Church Secretaries to confirm
when services are taking place at any of the Area Churches.

DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER 24 / JANUARY 25 MAGAZINE

Sunday 24 November 2024

Send your items to your church representative or direct to
di.statham@btinternet.com

If you do not have a computer a hand written copy can be accepted.
Contact Di Statham 0116 296 2847 for information


mailto:di.statham@btinternet.com

Worship Leaders for November 2024

Oadby

Saffron Lane

South Wigston

Wigston Magna

Whetstone

Abbots Road
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Geoff Milnes - Communion
Revd David Howlett
Revd Les Gill - Communion
Revd Jacquie Gavin

Revd David Howlett
Eileen Williams
Geoff Milnes

Ray Green

Café Style Service - led by Revd Les Gill
Ray Green - 9.45 am start

Revd David Howlett

Eileen Williams

Ray Green

Andrew Davies

Worship Group - Communion
Revd Martin Ferris

Revd Richard Eastman - Communion
Remembrance Sunday

Revd Martin Ferris

Kevin West

Revd Pam Smith - Communion
Revd Martin Ferris

Revd Jacquie Gavin

Revd Pam Smith



Oadby URC

Whetstone URC
Saffron Lane URC

Wigston Magna

South Wigston

Abbots Road

Regular Church Events
Weekly Coffee Morning
Every Monday from 10.00 - 12.00 -
including Bank Holidays

11 O'Clock Club
15" & 3™ Thursday 10.30 am for 11.00 start

Ladies Group
4™ Thursday 2.30pm - 4.30pm

Craft Group
4™ Saturday 11.00 am - at 25 Chestnut Ave, Oadby

Community Coffee Morning Thursday 10.00 to 12.00
Weekly 3T's (Tea, Toast & Talk) Thursday 10.00 to 12.00

Community Cinema
Alternate Months from February - 1.30 pm

Sit Sip and Social
2" Wednesday of each month 2pm - 4 pm

Coffee Morning
Every Saturday 10.00 am to 12.00 pm

Drop Inwith coffee / tea. 4™ Wednesday of each month

Lunchbox every Tuesday from 12.30pm - 3 course meal

£5.00

Quiz Wednesday evenings from 7.15pm (on Zoom)

Thursday Stay and Play and Little Borrowers toy library.
For children aged 0-4 years old and their parents/carers
10.00 to 11.30 £1.50 per family

Saturday Coffee Morning including a raffle, on Zoom
from 10.30am. Raising funds for our chosen charities.



Bible Bytes
Wednesday 6 November 2024

10.30 am

Saffron Lane URC

Come and enjoy a light and friendly discussion

No Need to be a " Bible Expert”

EVERYBODY welcome




Wigston News

Harvest Festival at Long Street
In September we held our annual Harvest Festival service. This year
it was led by our Worship Group with Julie leading the service.
Readings and poetry were provided by Charles and prayers were led
by Ray and Julie. The service took place in a church decorated with
displays of flowers in glorious autumn colours arranged by Malcolm.

Julie told us the story of "The Cracked Pot” which illustrated the
fact that we all have flaws which we may find irritating , thinking we
are letting people down, but which sometimes leads to helping
someone else who needs help at that time.

Traditional harvest hymns made up the service, many of which the
congregation would remember from Sunday School or school
assemblies. These were interspersed with readings and prayers plus
poetry written by Charles about the beautiful world around us. These
were a delight to listen to.

As well as the beautiful flowers there were tables filled with
generous donations of food from the congregation. These were later

given to our local foodbank.

It was a lovely service by our Worship Group on a VERY rainy day !!
Grace

Birthdays for November

8™ - Mark Powell

11" - Mary Childs

18™ - Suzanne Powell
215" - Anne-Marie Neale



Wigston Magna News

Sl e S
Autumn Bazaar

Sat 2nd November
10amto ipm

Cake Stall
Bric-a-brac
Books
Raffle
Jacket Potato Lunches

FREE Tea and Coffee and a
warm welcome!

All proceeds to LOROS

Wigston Magna United Reformed Church

Long Street, Wigston




COMMUNITY CINEMA

A Haunting in Venice

Starring Kenneth Branagh, Jamie Dornan,
Camille Cottin, Kelly Reilly

In a Post World War IT Venice Poirot, now retired & living in his own

exile, reluctantly attends a séance. But when one of the guests is

murdered it is up to the former detective to once again uncover the
killer

Showing at

Wigston Magna United Reformed Church
Long Street, Wigston

On

Monday 4 November 2024

Starting at 1.30 pm
(Doors Open 12.45pm)

Light Refreshments Available

For More Information Contact Julie 07544981674

Please Note - this is a change from the film advertised last month
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Wigston Magna News
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Wigston Magna News
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South Wigston News

RECIPE - NOVEMBER: TOMATO & BASIL SOUP (Serves 6)
25 g butter

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 onion, finely chopped

1 clove garlic, chopped

900 g plum tomatoes, chopped

700 ml vegetable stock

125 ml dry white wine

2 tablespoons sun-dried tomato paste
2 tablespoons torn, fresh basil leaves
150 ml double cream

Salt & pepper.

1 Melt the butter in the olive oil in a large heavy-based saucepan,
add onion and cook, stirring occasionally, for 5 minutes.

2 Add garlic, tomatoes, stock, wine and tomato paste, stir well and

season to taste.

3 Partially cover the pan and simmer, stirring occasionally,

for 20 - 25 minutes.

4 Remove saucepan from heat, and leave to cool slightly.

5 Transfer to a food processor or blender, (in batches if
necessary), add the basil and process to a puree, then push the
mixture through a sieve into the rinsed-out pan.

6 Stir the cream into the soup and reheat gently - but do not let
it boail.

7 Ladle the soup into warmed bowls.
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South Wigston News

GARDENING NOTES - NOVEMBER

1 Stake young saplings and firm down loosened root balls well.

2 Mulch flower beds with a layer of leaves.

3 Treat water-logged areas with sand, and use a garden fork to
create drainage holes in compacted areas.

4 Stop feeding fish - any food will end up rotting on the bottom of
the pond, reducing oxygen levels.

5 Tidy up the herb garden, loosen the soil and add compost.
Mark position of non-hardy herbs, and cover lightly with a light
mulch.

6 Bring any Mediterranean-type plants into the greenhouse.

BIRTHDAYS: NOVEMBER
15t Jasu De Gouvier
29™ David Miller

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH.
Obviously, I faced the possibility of not returning when first I
considered going.
Once faced and settled, there really wasn't any good reason to
refer fo it.

Amelia Earhart
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South Wigston News

"They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning

We will remember them”,
Laurence Binyon (1869 - 1943)

KOHIMA EPITAPH
"When you go home,
Tell them of us and say,
For their tomorrows,

We gave our today”,
John Maxwell Edmonds (1875 - 1958)

DIARY - NOVEMBER
6™ Bible Bytes - 10.30am Saffron Lane URC.
13™  South Wigston Elders’ Meeting 10.00am.
10" Remembrance Sunday - Early Service, 9.45am,
then to the War Memorial for 10.50am.
27" 10.00am Drop-in - “"Write a Prayer".
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PRAYER LIST: Please pray for:

1

O 00 N o

10

11

12
13
14
15
16
17

18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

The Stephens’ family, and all our friends at Long St URC, as they mourn the

passing of Sheila, and face life without her.
All those living in war-torn countries, especially those who have lost loved
ones.
All those preaching the Word of God in our churches today.
All who work in the Fire Service, praying that tomorrow will be a
peaceful day.
Children everywhere, that they remain safe while enjoying Guy Fawkes
Night.
The housebound members of our churches.
Those living with a life-threatening illness.
The unemployed, and those who help them to find work.
All those who have suffered through flooding over the past few months.
All who are troubled, that they may find peace in attending a service in
church today.
All who have died or been injured in war, whether long ago, or in recent
conflicts.
The homeless.
All who are hungry, and those who work in our Food Banks to help them.
All who work for world peace.
Those who suffer because of the cold weather.
All who work in our hospitals and health centres.
Those who are troubled, that they may find solace when hearing the Bible
readings in our churches today.
The Elders in our group of churches.
All families who are struggling in the present economic crisis.
Our Government, that they may govern wisely, and work especially for
those who are in the most need.
The work of the Red Cross and St John's Ambulance.
People who are trying to heal family rifts.
Those who are responsible for keeping law and order in our society.
All members of the South Leicestershire Group of Churches.
Families affected by marriage breakdown.
Those who work to make our areas a better place 1o live.
All who are sleeping on the streets.
All who work in our hospices.
Give thanks for the blessings in your life.
The people of Scotland on St Andrew's Day.
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South Wigston News
Day by Day

Another day is dawning

A step along the way

Of following my Jesus

As he leads me on my way

The devil tries to capture me
To get me in his snare

Wiley words, False promises
To catch me unaware

I aim to have a pure heart
To do the better deeds
Shunning what is evil
Fulfilling others needs

I am content to rest

In the shadow of his wine
Knowing the Lord Jesus
Just makes my heart sing

Creator God you made me
Redeeming Jesus saved me
Holy Spirit fills me

Your holy word guides me

You are mine and

I am yours to send

Living your life now

And for a world with no end

Lauren Fretter
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Saffron Lane News

Preachers and Readers list for November - December 2024

OT |[NT | SERV | COLL |Preacher

Nov3rd 9 |3 |9 13 D Howlett | Communion

Nov 10 5 |14 |5 13 E Williams | Communion and
Church Business
10.30 start

Nov 17th 6 |36 |6 13 G Milnes Communion

Nov24™ |8 |7 |# 13 R Green Family Service

Dec 157 11 |12 |11 13 S Eastman | Communion

Dec 8™ 30 [12 |30 13 R Waterton Communion

Dec 15™ 3 |19 |3 13 M Ferris Carol Service
4PM SERVICE
ONLY

Dec22nd |5 |14 |# 13 E Williams |Family Service

Dec24th |3 |30 |3/ 13 M Ferris Communion

30 11.30pm

Dec29™ |36 |6 |# 13 K West 5TH SUNDAY

3Kath T 8. Brian S 12 Elizabeth R | Dec B

5.Sue B 9. Terri D 13.Darren C # No server

6.Pat S 10.Malvolia B 14. Mackenzie B

7.Angela S 11 Richard B 30 Sandra C

November Birthdays
6™ S Bloxham

13th E Richardson

30™ D Clay

December Birthdays

None
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Saffron Lane News

Chatterbox Preschool React to Our Harvest

As T said in the last magazine the Chatterbox preschool children
were invited to look at our Harvest foliage displays.

A few days later They had enjoyed it so much that a few days later
they gave us a collection of food gifts for our food bank. We
thanked them for their kind donation by sending a "Thank You" card
to them.

Sunday afternoon October 20th 2024

The Area Service took place at 3.30 pm at Saffron Lane and was led
by Eileen Williams.

The theme for the service was hands we had some real music played
by Marion which was lovely. Folks from the Church helped with the
service

There was 15 attended and after the service we all had a cup of tea
and a biscuit. The collection will be going to the Disasters Emergency
Committee appeals the Church will send £50.00
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Saffron Lane News

16™ November Church Bazaar 11-1.00 pm

Please can members and friends look in your drawers, sort out your
unwanted gifts and let us sell them at our Bazaar.

Also, if you are able to help our small congregation on the day it would
much appreciated. Please let Sandra Clay know.

Or please just come along and support us.

November Diary
6™ Bible Bytes at Saffron Lane
10™ Church Business Meeting 10,30 start - ** new date **
13™ S/M meeting Zoom
16™ Church Bazaar 11.00 -1.00 pm
27™ Elders 10.00am at Pats

20



Saffron Lane URC

CHURCH
BAZAAR

Saturday 16 November 2024

11.00 am - 1.00 pm

Come along and join us

21




Saffron Lane News

Autumn Leaves
written by Peter Sheffield who was a friend of the Church,

Yellow and green, russet and brown,

Leaves from the trees are tumbling down
The seasons autumnal frosty and cold
Causing numb fingers to young and to old
Red in the sunrise the mist and the fog
Home fires burning, the coal and the log.
The colours amazing of trees in the street,
Rosy red cheeks of the people we meet.

Conkers and horse chestnuts, we see on the ground
Spreading the joy of the seasons around,

The oak and the ash and sycamore shed

The trees look so barren, could almost be dead,
Cobwebs of spiders, we see in the frost

Hunting for gloves that I thought I had lost,
Wrapping up warm as we sit by the fire

Watching the flames getting higher and higher,

Leaves on the pavement they make such a mess,
Annoying to cyclists and causing distress,
Frosty cold mornings to trudge off to school
Slip down on the leaves, and I'm looking a fool
Nights closing in and the heating go on,

Atom wind blows, but we are having such fun,
Red toffee apples and cinnamon toast,

Times of the bonfire, marshmallows to roast

Sweeping up leaves in the streets and the rain,
Can't wait for summer to come once again,
Evergreen trees, standing strong in the storm.
Dew on the hedgerows to welcome the dawn
Memories strong, of the forth coming snow,
Green shoots are buried, but living below.

The robin will dance on the roof by the stream
We remember the season, for what it has been
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Whetstone News

Charity Coffee Morning

On Saturday 28th September, we held a charity Coffee Morning in
aid of Smile Train. It was a busy morning with lots of people visiting
to buy items from the bric-a-brac tables, to enter the raffle, to
purchase filled cobs and to enjoy the friendship and fellowship with
plenty of tea, coffee and biscuits available.

An amazing £227.55 was raised for the charity so a huge thank you
to all who supported us.

Harvest Festival

Our Harvest weekend was also a busy one. On the Saturday, we held a
Coffee Morning and gratefully accepted gifts of harvest produce, in
preparation for our Harvest Festival the following day.

Our Harvest service was led by our own Shirley and was followed by
the sale of produce and a bring and share lunch.

Once again, a fabulous £160 was raised, this time for Action Against
Hunger, supporting the people of Lebanon, Gaza and the West Bank.
We are overwhelmed by the generosity of those who continue to
support us!

Thank You Il

Thanks to Dorothea and daughter, Liz, for their kind and generous
donation towards Church funds. We will put their gift towards
replacing our cooker and mower.

Sad News

We send our love and deepest sympathy to Jean and family on the sad
and sudden loss of her sister, Linda. We think particularly of
daughter Kate at this sad and difficult time. When arrangements are
able to be finalised, there will be a service at Whetstone URC which
will be led by the Reverend Richard Eastman. Further details to
follow.
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Whetstone News
Forthcoming Events

On Saturday 30th November we will be holding another Charity
Coffee Morning in aid of Loros. There will be bric-a-brac, a raffle,
and refreshments. Please do support us if you are able.

On Thursday 12th December, following our Community Coffee
Morning, we will be holding a Christmas lunch. Booking will be
essential to enable us to cater for the right number of people.
Cost and menu will be included in next month's magazine.

All welcomel!

Why didn't the skeleton go to the Halloween disco?
He had no body to go with!

24



Whetstone United Reformed Church LE8 6LP

Charity Coffee Morning

Saturday 30™ November
10.00 - 12.00

Tea, Coffee and Light Refreshments.
Bring and Buy Stall
Raffle

w-s OROS

ce Care for

Registered Charity no. 506120

Providing free, high-
quality, compassionate care and support to terminally ill adult
patients, their family and carers across Leicestershire and
Rutland.

All Welcome
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R P A A P S A A A R S VSN

Oadby URC
Coffee Morning

for church funds

23rd November 2024.
10am to 12 midday

Mince Pies Coffee/Tea

Paddy’'s Hamper

Jigsaw and Books Bring and Buy
\' Raffle

Donations in lieu of entrance fee

See you there

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////



Abbots Road News

454 MISSION PRAISE — MAIJESTY, WORSHIP HIS MAJESTY

This morning was our harvest festival service led by our Minister
Revd Martin Ferris.

Alison and I had commented to each other during the week whilst
preparing the PowerPoint, that there were 3 of the 5 songs that we
didn’t know. During the worship I was suddenly struck by a massive
concern as to how many of the 35 people worshipping would be
“unhappy” by this fact, as I was pretty sure that if I didn't know
these 3 songs then it is likely that they didn’t either.

Then I heard a voice that said the following: Paul - Majesty, Worship
his Majesty is number 454 in Mission Praise. You have sung this as
many times as the number 454. And Oh Jesus I have Promised is
nhumber 509 in Rejoice & Sing and you have sung this 509 times! But
both of this “hymns” had to have a first time of singing and a second
and a third. How many people do you think didn’'t like these the first
time or couldn’t sing the tune to the words? Is it not worship to read
the words instead of to sing or to listen and explore the meaning of
the words? Is it not offered to my glory?

This certainly put me in my place and although I had already enjoyed
learning 2 of the new songs on that Harvest Sunday, I discovered a
hew meaning to them and a new joy.

Thank you Martin for introducing these new songs to us; broadening
our horizons, further shaping the way we worship our God.

After all, Jesus is “King of all Kings!

May our Lord bless us all as we strive to do his work in bringing people
into his presence.

Paul Hadley
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Abbots Road News

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
Peace in Gaza, Lebanon, Yemen, Ukraine and all places of war.

Children who have never known life without war and conflict, who live
their lives in fear. That God will change the hearts of the war
mongers who seem not o care about the cost of human life, o hearts
of love and peace.

For those who are victims of Channel smugglers.

Those who are homeless, who are living on our streets as the weather
gets colder.

Children who have spent all of their young lives being abused and
battered by their parents.

For all those who like Liam Payne (former member Of One Direction)
struggle against addictions.

For all those suffering with mental iliness and who feel helpless and
hopeless.

For our members and friends

Brian and Dorothy

Margaret

Roy and his family

Anne and John

Andrew and June

Laurel

For all those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.
For the Seekers Alpha course

For the mission and ministry of our SELA churches.
For our Ministry Team - Martin and Eileen.
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Abbots Road News

PRAYERS FOR PEACE

Inner peace:

Prince of peace, I come before you with a heart burdened and
restless. Grant me the inner peace that passes all understanding.
Calm the storms within me and fill me with the assurance of your
presence. Help me to cast my anxieties upon you and to trust in your
perfect peace. In Jesus' name, I pray.

Amen

Peace in relationships:

Loving 6od, I lift the relationships in my life that are filled with
tension and discord to you. Pou out your peace on those involved,
softening hearts and fostering understanding. May your love guide
our words and actions, bringing reconciliation and harmony. Give us
the wisdom to forgive and the humility to seek peace. In Jesus' name,
I pray.

Amen

Prayer for peace amid grief:

Comforting God, in times of grief and loss, I long for your peace that
surpasses sorrow. Wrap your arms around me and all those who
mourn, bringing solace to our hearts. May your peace reign during
pain, reminding us of the hope we have in you. Give us the strength to
endure, knowing you are our refuge and strength. In Jesus' name.
Amen
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Abbots Road News

A PRAYER

Gracious God, bless those for whom today is a struggle
through pain, adversity, loneliness, depression, poverty,

or circumstance. Step into their helplessness through

the compassion and love of those who care -

be it family, friend, neighbour or stranger, and your Spirit
grant comfort and wholeness both body and soul.

Amen

A CELTIC BLESSING

Deep peace of the running wave to you,

Deep peace of the flowing air to you,

Deep peace of the quiet earth to you,

Deep peace of the shining stars to you,

Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you, for ever.
Amen
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Abbots Road News

DEMENTTA - A SCURGE

In time, Dementia removes one's ability to reason. That means that
logical arguments become irrelevant, and it's pointless to try to use
logic to convince your loved one to see the world your way. Sometimes
you just let the issue go, but when safety is at issue, you'll need to
find a different way to make your point.

DON'T ARGUE

Even if you are correct, you both lose. You will never win an argument
with someone who is living with Dementia, because he or she can no
longer be reasoned into agreeing with you.

DEMENTIA CAN NEVER STEAL LOVE
What the mind cannot remember.........
THE HEART CAN NEVER FORGET.

SMALL MOMENTS
Just talked to my mum on the ‘phone, she's 84 and has advanced
dementia. She told me at the end of the conversation, "I think about
you when I'm not even thinking,” which I thought was a pretty

profound way to express how we all feel about those we love.
By Greg Michie.

Many people have family or friends who suffer from this awful
disease.

Please pray for all those who are suffering from any form of
Dementia and for their families who feel they've lost their loved ones
over and over again.
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Abbots Road News
Thoughts for the Month

Everyone wants to be the sun

To lighten up someone's life,

But why not be the moon,

To shine in someone'’s darkest hour?

Never regret being a good person
To the wrong people.
your kindness
Says everything about you.
their behaviour
says everything
about them

YOU'RE HAVING A LAUGH

A Christian was frying to get her friend to come to church. "I don't
want to go to church!” her friend said. "The church is full of
hypocrites!”

"Oh, come on," the Christian implores, "one more won't hurt

lll
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Abbots Road News
Newsletter notices:

Bertha Belch, a missionary from Africa, will be speaking tonight at
Calvary Methodist. Come hear Bertha Belch all the way from Africa.

A church bulletin during the Minister's illness: GOD IS GOOD; Dr.
Hargreaves is better.

Applications are now being accepted for 2 year- old nursery workers.

Next Sunday Mrs Vinson will be the soloist for the morning service.
The Pastor will then speak on Tt's a Terrible Experience.’

Barbara remains in hospital and needs blood donors for more
transfusions. She's also having trouble sleeping and requests tapes of
Pastor Nelson's sermons.

During the absence of our Pastor, we enjoyed the rare privilege of
hearing a good sermon when J.F. Stubbs came to preach the sermon.

The Ushers will come forward and take our ties and offerings.

The Junior school pupils will be presenting Shakespeare’'s Hamlet in
the church basement on Friday at 7pm. The Congregation is invited fo
attend this tragedy.

Last week's concert was a great success. Special thanks are due to

the Minister's daughter, who laboured the whole evening at the piano,
which as usual fell upon her.
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ABBOTS ROAD CHURCH

INVITE YOU TO AN EVENING OF

CHRISTMAS
ENTERTAINMENT

BY THE SYSTON HAPPY UKELELE BAND.

ON SATURDAY 6. DECEMBER 2024
AT 6.30PM

JOIN US FOR A FUN EVENING

REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED
FREE ENTRY

DONATIONS FOR OUR CHARITY, 'MISSION POSSIBLE.
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Abbots Road URC
Community

At the front of the church
Sunday 22" December 2024
4pm

All are welcome to join us for a time
of festive singing and refreshments!
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Lectionary Readings

3 November
Ruth 1:1-18;
Psalm 146;
Hebrews 9.11-14;
Mark 12.28-34

10 November

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17;
Psalm 127;
Hebrews 9.24-28;
Mark 12.38-44

17 November

1 Samuel 1:4-20;

1 Samuel 2:1-10;

Hebrews 10.11-14(15-18)19-25;
Mark 13.1-8

24 November
Daniel 7.9-10,13-14;
Psalm 93;
Revelation 1.4b-8;
John 18.33-37
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